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I’m looking forward to this winter season and having a chance to spend some time at home with a good book. One of the best benefits 
of working at Itasca Community Library is the opportunity to select some fresh books to share each day with my family. In fact, when I get 
home my kids usually bypass a hug from me and head straight for my work bag to see what I’ve brought home. There are so many great 
books for me and my kids to choose from each day. 

Here’s some of our book recommendations from the last few months: In children’s books, we loved Creepy Crayon! by Aaron Reynolds – 
perfectly spooky for little ones with great art and wry text for adults. Too Many Jacks by Mac Barnett is a great early reader that had all of 
us laughing. For myself, I really enjoyed Meet Me by the Fountain by Alexandra Lange. It’s a history of the rise and fall of indoor shopping 
malls in America. As someone who went to the mall a ton in my formative years, I found it fascinating. A friend recommended Think Again 
by Adam Grant to me, and I found it a really challenging exploration of rhetoric and psychology. 

I know you’ll also find a book, movie, or game that you’ll enjoy at ICL. For a little inspiration, on this page is a list of the top books in Itasca 
for a sneak peek at what your neighbors are reading.

See you in the library,

Ridgeway Burns, Library Director

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
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Culver’s of Addison 
1347 W. Lake Street, Addison 

Tuesday, November 15 
15% of each sale will be donated.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Programs are in-person unless otherwise noted. This symbol              indicates a program is on Zoom. Registration is required for most programs. Please call 630-773-1699 
or visit itascalibrary.org for additional information and registration. 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

Classroom Kitchen, Part 3—Appetizers for the Holidays
Tuesday, December 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Appetizers, hors d’oeuvres, canapes, finger food? Regardless of what 
you call them, we will learn to build some dishes designed to whet your 
appetite and set the tone for any meal. An ingredient list will be provided 
upon registration. Feel free to watch this entertaining program without 
cooking along.

The Vegan Museum Display
Monday, January 2 through Tuesday, January 31
The Vegan Museum opened on February 1, 2017 (the first museum 
of its kind in the country). The museum consists of 12 wooden panels, 
containing information about the impact our food choices have on the 
environment, our health, and animals. It also includes the histories 
of vegetarianism, Chicago’s early vegetarian scene, plus information 
about local and national vegan organizations including The Bread Shop–
Chicago’s first modern-day vegetarian business. Stop by and see The 
Vegan Museum anytime during regular library operating hours!

Start a Book Journal for 2023
Wednesday, January 11, 7:00 p.m.
Organize your to-be-read list, track your reading, and set reading goals 
for the new year using bullet journaling techniques and supplies. 
Make your journal as minimalist or as comprehensive as you like while 
learning how the library can help you meet your reading goals this year. 
At the end of the session, you will get to take home your own bullet 
journal and list of prompts.

The Reluctant Cook:  
How to Prepare Quick Plant-Based Meals
Saturday, January 14, 10:00 a.m. 
Joan Davis, RN, MS, will share tips on how to streamline your kitchen 
time. Using helpful tools and a different approach to meal planning, 
you’ll discover how to put together delicious and varied plant-based 
recipes quickly and efficiently as well as “veganize” old favorites. Free 
vegan food samples will be available!

Breast Health Basics
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m.
Approximately 1 in 8 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 
their lifetime. Join Community Outreach RN Michelle Schlieben from 
Northwestern Medicine to learn about risk factors for women of average 
risk for breast cancer, current screening guidelines, and what you can do 
to reduce your risk. 

In the Belly of the Beast: King in Chicago
Thursday, February 23, 7:00 p.m.
During his pilgrimage from Montgomery to the Mountaintop, Martin 
Luther King, Jr.'s legendary steps trod through Chicago. The time he 
spent here and the work that he did still resound and inspire to this day. 
To learn more, please join Clarence Goodman for this entertaining and 
informative presentation.

HOLIDAY CENTERPIECE 
ARRANGEMENT
Monday, December 12, 7:00 p.m.
Brighten up your home during the holidays with one of 
Peggy Garvin’s (of Garvin Gardens) holiday centerpiece 
floral arrangements. Due to limited capacity, this program 
is open to Itasca residents only. 

HOLIDAY MOVIES 
AND MUSIC
Tuesday, December 20, 7:00 p.m.
Journey back with us over the past century of film history 
as host John LeGear showcases some of the happiest 
and most memorable holiday moments from classic and 
popular films. Join us for songs—including a show-ending 
sing-along—dances, and magical movie scenes from some 
of the most warmly embraced holiday films of all time.
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ONGOING PROGRAMS

English Conversation Group 
Wednesdays, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Come meet new people and practice your English-speaking skills. 
Learning a new language doesn’t have to be hard. The group meets in 
person and on Zoom. Please register to get the Zoom link.

Trivia Night
2nd Tuesday of the month: December 13, January 10, February 14, 
7:00 p.m.  Fox & Turtle Restaurant, Itasca Country Club 
Compete with your team of up to six people for a chance to win prizes. A 
reservation at Fox & Turtle is highly encouraged. 

Adult Board Game Night 
3rd Wednesday of the month: December 21, January 18,  
February 15, 7:00 p.m.
For patrons 18 and older. Come learn the rules of a new board game in 
a non-stressful environment. Groups will play practice rounds to get the 
hang of it and then spend the remainder of the night playing the new 
game!

Take & Make Crafts for Adults
A new craft kit for adults will be available the 15th of each month. 

Book a Librarian  
Need a computer lesson or one-on-one tech help? Itasca cardholders can 
make a one-hour appointment with a librarian to get the help they need 
at their convenience. Email adultservices@itascalibrary.org or call the 
library to make an appointment. 

Book Club Assistance 
Are you in a book club and in need of multiple books for your 
discussions? We can help with that, and with book suggestions and tips 
for your book club. Ask for more details at the Adult Desk.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Programs are in-person unless otherwise noted. This symbol              indicates a program is on Zoom. Registration is required for most programs. Please call 630-773-1699 
or visit itascalibrary.org for additional information and registration. 

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
Beyond the Library 
7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month at Fox & Turtle 
Restaurant, Itasca Country Club
December 12: Await Your Reply by Dan Chaon
January 9: Inland by Téa Obreht
February 13: The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo  
by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Evening
7:00 p.m. on the last Tuesday of the month
January 31: The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan
February 28: Local Woman Missing by Mary Kubica

Morning 
10:30 a.m. on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
December 28: The Supremes at Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat  
by Edward Kelsey Moore 
January 25: Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz
February 22: Outlawed by Anna North

KNIT & CRAFT CLUB 
1st Thursday of the month: December 1, 
January 5, February 2, 10:30 a.m.
Everyone who does handwork and wants to share 
time with like-minded people is welcome to join 
this fun, casual get-together. Bring whatever 
you’re working on! No registration is needed.
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FOR AGES 6 AND YOUNGER
Registration is required for some programs where noted. A 
separate registration is needed for programs with multiple 
sessions. Please call 630-773-1699 or visit itascalibrary.org to 
register.

Drop-In Baby Time (Geared to ages 6-18 months) 
Thursdays, December 1 & 15, January 5 & 19, and February 2 & 16, 
9:30-10:00 a.m. 
We’ll share stories and songs perfect for little ones!

Drop-In Family Storytime (Geared to ages 6 & under) 
Join us for stories, songs, and more.
Winter Session 1: 
Mondays, December 5-19, 10:00-10:30 a.m. 
Winter Session 2: 
Mondays, January 9-February 27, 10:00-10:30 a.m. 

Doodlebugs (Geared to ages 2-5) 
Wednesdays, December 7, January 4, and February 1, 10:00-10:30 a.m. 
Little fingers will experiment with painting, gluing, sticking, cutting, and 
creating. Dress for a mess! Registration is required.

Picture Book Art Club (Ages 4-8) 
Make your own masterpiece based on a different picture book each month! 
Registration is required. 
Thursday, January 5, 4:15-4:45 p.m. 
One Snowy Morning by Kevin Tseng 

Thursday, February 2, 4:15-4:45 p.m. 
Valensteins by Ethan Long

Drop-In Baby-Tot Gym (Geared to ages 1-5) 
Wednesdays, January 11, 18, and 25, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Let’s move! Each week will include new activities to enhance gross and fine 
motor skills. Drop in anytime between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Special 
thanks to Gym Stars ETC in Itasca for lending us equipment for this program!

Hat Day Hurrah (Geared to ages 3-6) 
Friday, January 13, 10:00-10:30 a.m. 
January 15th is National Hat Day! Enjoy stories, activities, and a craft celebrating 
all kinds of hats. Registration is required.

Virtual Cook Up a Good Book (Geared to ages 4-8 with a caregiver) 
Tuesdays, January 17 and February 21, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
We’ll listen to a few stories and then make a recipe together in your own kitchen 
over Zoom in this storytime/cooking class combo! Registration is required.

Imagine with…Harold and the Purple Crayon (Geared to ages 4-8) 
Thursday, January 26, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
Excited for the upcoming movie? We are, too! Join us for stories and play with 
the Harold books. Registration is required.

YOUTH NEWS 
Angela Dominguez Author Visit
The Roselle Public Library will be hosting award-
winning author/illustrator Angela Dominguez on 
Saturday, January 21 from 2:00-3:00 p.m. at the 
Lake Park High School West Auditorium, 500 W. Bryn 
Mawr Avenue, Roselle. The program will be presented 
together with Bloomingdale Public Library, Itasca Community Library, 
Bloomingdale-Roselle Kiwanis, and Roselle Fine Arts Academy. There will be 
a “how to draw” portion of the presentation, and Angela will be available to 
sign books after her presentation. Books will be available for sale thanks to 
assistance from Barnes & Noble.

This event was made possible because the Roselle Library was the recipient 
of the Maureen Hayes Author/Illustrator Award, in an amount up to $4,000, 
from the Association of Library Services to Children, a division of the 
American Library Association, and Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing. 
Additional support for this event was given by Lake Park High School, 
Bloomingdale Public Library, Itasca Community Library, Bloomingdale-
Roselle Kiwanis, and Roselle Fine Arts Academy.

Take a StoryWalk® This Winter! 
The library has teamed up with the Itasca Park District to present a 
StoryWalk®, a fun way to combine reading and exercising. A StoryWalk® is a 
series of signs featuring spreads from a children’s picture book. Those signs 
or pages are spread throughout indoor or outdoor spaces in all seasons, 
allowing a reader to follow along with a story by walking. 

The StoryWalk® this winter will feature Kate 
Messner’s picture book, Over and Under the 
Snow, and it will be at the loop right next to the 
Springbrook Nature Center building starting 
in late January. This project is sponsored by the 
library, Itasca Park District, Friends of the Itasca 
Community Library, and Friends of Springbrook 
Nature Center of Itasca. The StoryWalk® Project 
was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, 
Vermont, and developed in collaboration with 
the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and 
the Kellogg Hubbard Library.

Take & Make Crafts  
A new craft will be available to pick up at the library each Monday.

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Programs are in-person unless otherwise noted. This symbol           indicates a program is on Zoom. Registration is required for most programs. Please call 630-773-1699  
or visit itascalibrary.org for additional information and registration. 
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FOR SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN
Registration is required for the following programs. A separate 
registration is needed for programs with multiple sessions. 
Please call 630-773-1699 or visit itascalibrary.org to register.

Cookie Book Club (Grades K-3 with a caregiver) 
Join us for cookies and a book discussion with your grown-up! Books will be 
available for checkout one month prior to the discussion at the Checkout Desk.  
Thursday, December 8, 4:15-5:00 p.m.   
Going Up! by Sherry J. Lee 
Thursday, January 12, 4:15-5:00 p.m.   
Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel      
Thursday, February 9, 4:15-5:00 p.m.   
Recipe for Disaster by Tom Angleberger

Family BINGO (All Ages) 
Tuesdays, December 13 and February 7, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Join us for a night of BINGO, prizes, and fun.

Cricut Creations (Geared to Grades K-5 with a caregiver) 
Wednesday, December 14, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
See what the Cricut has to offer by creating a customized ornament and hot 
cocoa mug.

Get Creative! Tessellations (Grades 3-6) 
Thursday, December 15, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Combine math and art into a fun lesson on making your own tessellations from 
simple to complex.

Christmas Family Fun (All Ages) 
Tuesday, December 20, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
Join us for Christmas stories, crafts, and other activities.

Curious Kids: Human Body (Grades 1-4)
Thursday, December 29, 4:15-5:00 p.m.  
Are you curious about the world around you? Have questions you want answers 
to? Join other kids at this quarterly program and get your questions answered 
while also improving your research skills. This quarter bring your questions 
about the human body. We’ll also have activities and a snack.

Picture Book Art Club (Ages 4-8) 
Make your own masterpiece based on a different picture book each month!  
Thursday, January 5, 4:15-4:45 p.m. 
One Snowy Morning by Kevin Tseng 
Thursday, February 2, 4:15-4:45 p.m. 
Valensteins by Ethan Long

Winter Wonderland Family LEGO Fun (All Ages)
Thursday, January 19, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Are you a LEGO master? Drop in, spin the wheel, receive a challenge, and show 
off your brick building skills in this special winter-themed edition.

History Smashers (Grades 3-7) 
Tuesday, January 24, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
Do you want the FULL story about certain events in history? Join our quarterly 
book club featuring the series History Smashers by Kate Messner. This quarter, 
we’ll read and discuss the book History Smashers: The Underground Railroad. 
Pick up your free copy of the book at the Youth Desk a month before the 
program when you register.

Imagine with…Harold and the Purple Crayon (Geared to ages 4-8) 
Thursday, January 26, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
Excited for the upcoming movie? We are, too! Join us for stories and play with 
the Harold books. 

Baby-Sitters Club (Grades 3-8) 
Tuesday, January 31, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Are you a babysitter or a fan of the Baby-Sitters Club books or Netflix series? Join 
us for Baby-Sitters Club activities including making your very own Kid Kit, just 
like the Baby-Sitters Club characters! 

This...Is...Jeopardy! (Grades 3-6)
Wednesday, February 15, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Celebrate the release of the book Who Was Alex Trebek? with Jeopardy! style 
trivia and activities. 

Fairy Tale Science (Grades 1-4)
Tuesday, February 28, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
Have you ever wondered what kind of force it would take to blow down the Little 
Pig’s house? Or if a glass slipper could really withstand an evening of ballroom 
dancing? Join us as we explore fairy tales, folktales, and fables with scientific 
curiosity. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Programs are in-person unless otherwise noted. This symbol           indicates a program is on Zoom. Registration is required for most programs. Please call 630-773-1699  
or visit itascalibrary.org for additional information and registration. 

VIRTUAL COOK UP  
A GOOD BOOK 
Geared to ages 4-8 with a caregiver 
Tuesdays, January 17 and February 21, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
We’ll listen to a few stories and then make a recipe  
together in your own kitchen over Zoom in this storytime/
cooking class combo!
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TEEN PROGRAMS
Registration is required for the following programs. A separate registration is needed for programs with multiple sessions. Please call 630-773-1699 or visit 
itascalibrary.org for additional information and registration.

VolunTeen Program (Grades 6-12) 
Students in grades 6-12 may volunteer to work up to six hours in 
the Youth Department this winter as a VolunTeen. There are two 
five-week winter sessions with a mandatory training class.  
Winter Session 1: December 12-January 15; 
Training Class on Tuesday, December 6, 7:00 p.m. 
Winter Session 2: January 16-February 19; 
Training Class on Tuesday, January 10, 7:00 p.m.

Crafting for a Cause (Grades 6-12) 
Do you need a couple hours of community service for school, or do 
you want to make a fun craft that will benefit the community? Join 
us for one or more of the following crafting sessions.  
Wednesday, December 7, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Handmade holiday cards for hospitalized children 
Monday, January 23, 4:00-5:00 p.m.   
No-sew fleece hats for Itasca Cares
Monday, February 27, 4:00-5:00 p.m.  
Homemade thank you cards for Itasca Cares

Make It! (Grades 6-12) 
Wednesdays, January 18 and February 22, 4:00-4:45 p.m. 
Relax after school, create something fun, and enjoy a snack.

History Smashers (Grades 3-7) 
Tuesday, January 24, 4:15-5:00 p.m.
Do you want the FULL story about certain events in history? Join 
our quarterly book club featuring the series History Smashers by 
Kate Messner. This quarter, we’ll read and discuss the book History 
Smashers: The Underground Railroad. Pick up your free copy of 
the book at the Youth Desk a month before the program when you 
register.

Baby-Sitters Club (Grades 3-8) 
Tuesday, January 31, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Are you a babysitter or a fan of the Baby-Sitters Club books or 
Netflix series? Join us for Baby-Sitters Club activities including 
making your very own Kid Kit, just like the Baby-Sitters Club 
characters! 

DIY CARDBOARD 
GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
Grades 6-12 
Tuesday, December 27, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Design and decorate your own cardboard 
gingerbread house and snack on gingerbread 
house candy. 

TEEN BOOK BOXES
Grades 6-12
Boxes available for pickup beginning 
December 15, January 15, and February 
15. Finding your next great read just got 
easier! Teens can now subscribe to our 
monthly book boxes. Each box will include one 
book from our teen collection, candy, and other 
fun stuff.
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Connect with us!

Winter Reading Challenge: 
Reading Is Snow Much Fun!
Monday, December 19 – Tuesday, January 31
Youth Winter Reading (Preschool-Grade 8) 
The library encourages you to read this winter by taking 
our Reading Is Snow Much Fun! Winter Reading Challenge. 
Pick up a challenge sheet at the Youth Desk beginning 
December 19 to earn fun prizes and add to our snowflake 
mosaic sticker puzzle.

Adult Winter Reading
Curl up with a good book and win prizes to brighten 
your winter! Read three books and win a raffle entry for 
one of our grand prizes. To win additional raffle entries, 
simply read more books after your initial three! Each 
additional book read is worth another raffle entry.  

CHRISTMAS TREE  
DECORATING 
CONTEST
The Christmas trees are back at the library! This 
year's theme is Itasca, Small and Quaint. Tour 
the library in December to see the Christmas 
trees beautifully decorated by local schools and 
organizations. We hope you will participate by 
casting your vote for the best decorated tree 
based on creativity and originality. Itasca Bank & 
Trust Co. has generously agreed to once again be 
the sponsor of the prize money for the winning 
trees. Winners will be decided by popular vote; 
voting can be done either in person or online at 
itascalibrary.org starting December 1. Winners 
will be announced on December 31.


